
Polytope I политоп
Lights of the Avant-garde

+ 6.00 m

Throughout his peripatetic life, El Lissitzky formed trans-disciplinary collaborations and close artistic 
friendships with the international vanguard of his time. He and his wife, the art historian Sophie 
Lissitzky-Kueppers, exchanged ideas with their contemporaries from the fields of the visual arts, 
architecture, literature, theatre and film. 
The project pays tribute to these, biographical as well as geographical interrelationships between 
the Russian and the Western European avant-garde of the early twentieth century. 

The spatial configuration of the object consists of a faceted form that defines an accessible cubic 
space. Via the topological manipulations of shifts and rotations, the original figure of a tesseract, the 
mathematical representation of a four-dimensional cube, is transformed into a complex polyhedron 
with multiple orientations. 
The two facing walls of the framed space are equipped with infrared light and heat sources. They 
illuminate the object from within and radiate warmth during the wintertime. The light boxes list 
the names of the selected protagonists of the avant-garde and register the key stations of their 
respective paths of lives. 

Placed next to the Globus Theatre the object’s position mediates between the different contexts of 
the site. In conjunction with the expanded hard landscaping and the reconstructed reflective pool it 
transforms the plateau into a civic stage for cultural events and performances. 
Polytope marks a local public space in the heart of Novosibirsk and at the same time pays homage 
to the wider worlds of El Lissitzky’s cosmopolitan network of people and places.
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0 I Globus Theater

1 I plateau
Expanded pavement for events + performances

2 I Reflective pool 
Reconstructed water basin. New depth: 20 cm

3 I Seating
Circular bench: Ø 22 m 

4 I Polytope
Object: 6 m x 6 m x 6 m
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    Pangeometric formation     Tesseract I 4-D Cube      Shifting      Rotating     Object in situ I View from the pool

0

+ 3.90 m

+ 0.90 m

+ 0.00 m

Circular bench: Ø 22 m
Reconstructed water basin. New depth: 20 cm
Reflective pool [summer] + ice rink [winter]
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hans Arp
Strasbourg | Weimar | Paris | Luzern | Koeln | Paris | Basel

Алекса́ндр Ро́дченкоЭль Лиси́цкий
ПОЧИНОК | Darmstadt | МОСКВА | ВИ́ТЕБСК | Berlin | СХОДНЯ

Лиля Брик
МОСКВА | САНКТ ПЕТЕРБУРГ | МОСКВА | ПЕРЕДЕЛКИНО 

Emil Roth
Bari | Zuerich | Basel | Zuerich

Sophie Lissitzky Kueppers
Kiel | Muenchen | Hannover | МОСКВА | НОВОСИБИРСК

Marc Chagall
ВИ́ТЕБСК | САНКТ ПЕТЕРБУРГ | Paris | ВИ́ТЕБСК | Berlin | New York | Paris

Kurt Schwitters
Hannover | Lysaker  | Hjertøya | Douglas | Ambleside | Kendal

Казимир Малевич
КИЕВ | КУРСК | МОСКВА | ВИ́ТЕБСК | САНКТ ПЕТЕРБУРГ

Сергей Эйзенштейн
RIGA | САНКТ ПЕТЕРБУРГ I МОСКВА

Варвара Степанова
КОВНО | МОСКВА

Влади́мир Маяко́вский
БАГДАДИ | КУТАИСИ | МОСКВА | САНКТ ПЕТЕРБУРГ | МОСКВА

Моисей Гинзбург
МИНСК | Milano | Riga | КРЫМ | МОСКВА

Влади́мир Та́тлин
ХАРЬКОВ | МОСКВА

Все́волод Мейерхо́льд
Penza | МОСКВА | САНКТ ПЕТЕРБУРГ | МОСКВА

Василий Кандинский
МОСКВА | ОДЕССА | Muenchen | Weimar | Dessau I Neuilly-sur-Seine

Дзи́га Ве́ртов
Białystok | МОСКВА | САНКТ ПЕТЕРБУРГ | МОСКВА

Piet Mondrian
Amersfoort | Amsterdam | Paris | Laren | London | New York

Густав Клуцис Осип Цадкин
ВИ́ТЕБСК I London I Paris

J.J.P. Oud
Purmerend | Muenchen | Leiden | Rotterdam | Wassenaar

Fram
ed view

Cube 1 I 6 m x 6 m x 6 m
Cube 2 I 3 m x 3 m x 3 m

Horizontal shift I 1.15 m 
Vertical shift I 0.6 m

Horizontal rotation I 15o 
Vertical rotation I 1o

Framed view

    Materialisation

Polytope I 28 facets: 4 squares + 24 triangles
Material I Black painted steel

Pumping station
Loadbearing substructure

САНКТ ПЕТЕРБУРГ | КАЗА́НЬ | МОСКВА

RUHJA | Riga | МОСКВА

Top right I View from Oktyabrskaya Magistral
Left I View from the public Plateau

Right I Framed view through the object

WORLDS OF EL Lissitzky
    Bio-geographies of the Avant-garde

EL (Lazar Markovich) Lissitzky I Эль (Лазарь Маркович) Лиси́цкий (1890-1941) 
Architect, Painter, designer, typographer, photographer
ПОЧИНОК I СМОЛЕНСК I Darmstadt I МОСКВА I ВИ́ТЕБСК I Berlin I HanNover I Locarno I МОСКВА I СХОДНЯ

Sophie Lissitzky-Kueppers (1891-1978) Art historian
Kiel I Muenchen I Hannover I МОСКВА I НОВОСИБИРСК 

Alexander Archipenko I Олександр Порфирович Архипенко (1887-1964) Sculptor
КИЕВ I МОСКВА I Paris I Berlin I New York I Washington I Chicago I New York

Hans Arp (1886-1966) sculptor, painter, poet
Strasbourg I Weimar I Paris I Luzern I Koeln I Paris I Meudon I Basel

Adolph Behne (1885-1948) architect, publicist
Magdeburg I Berlin

Lilja Brik I Лиля Юрьевна Брик (1891-1978) Director, sculptor
МОСКВА I САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ I МОСКВА I ПЕРЕДЕЛКИНО

Marc Chagall I Мойше Хацкелевич Шагалов  (1887-1985) painter
ВИ́ТЕБСК I САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ I Paris I ВИ́ТЕБСК I Berlin I Paris I Villeneuve-les-Avignon I New York | 
Paris I St. Paul de Vence

Yakov Chernikhov I Яков Георгиевич Чернихов (1889-1951) Architect, graphic designer
ПАВЛОГРА́Д I ОДЕССА I САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ I МОСКВА

Sergei Eisenstein I Сергей Михайлович Эйзенштейн (1898-1948) Film director, theoretician
Riga I САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ I МОСКВА

Naum Gabo I Наум Абрамович Певснер (1885-1948) Sculptor, painter, designer
БРЯНСК I ТОМСК I Berlin I Muenchen I Oslo I Berlin I Paris I New York I Boston I Waterbury

Moisei Ginzburg I Моисей Яковлевич Гинзбург (1892-1946) Architect
МИНСК I Milano I Riga I КРЫМ I МОСКВА

Ilja Ehrenburg I Илья́ Григо́рьевич Эренбу́рг(1891-1967) Writer, journalist
КИЕВ I МОСКВА I Paris I САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ I КИЕВ I КРЫМ I МОСКВА I Riga I Kopenhagen I London I 
Paris I La Panne I Berlin I Paris I МОСКВА

Vilmos Huszar (1884-1960) Painter, designer
Budapest I Muenchen I Paris I London I Voorburg I Hierden I Harderwijk

Wassily Kandinsky I Василий Васильевич Кандинский (1866-1944) Painter
МОСКВА I ОДЕССА I МОСКВА I Muenchen I МОСКВА I Weimar I Dessau I Neuilly-sur-Seine

Paul Klee (1979-1940) Painter
Bern I Muenchen I Bern I Muenchen I Weimar I Dessau I Duesseldorf I Bern I Locarno

Gustav Klucis I Густав Густавович Клуцис (1895-1938) painter, designer, photographer
RUHJA I Riga I МОСКВА

Paul Erich Kueppers (1889-1922) Art historian, Author, publisher, curator
Essen I Haubinda I Hamm I Muenchen I Tuebingen I Kiel I Hannover

Ivan leonidov I Иван Ильич Леонидов (1902-1959) Architect
ТВЕРСКАЯ ОБЛАСТЬ I САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ I ТВЕРЬ I МОСКВА

Kasimir Malevich I Казимир Северинович Малевич (1879-1935) Painter, theoretician
КИЕВ I КУРСК I МОСКВА I ВИ́ТЕБСК I САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ I КИЕВ I САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ

Ernst May (1886-1970) Architect, urbanist
Frankfurt I London I Darmstadt I Muenchen I Frankfurt I Wrocław I Frankfurt I МАГНИТОГОРСК I 
ЛЕ́НИНСК-КУЗНЕ́ЦКИЙ I НОВОКУЗНЕЦК I МОСКВА I Tanganjika I Nairobi I Darmstadt I Hamburg

Vladimir Mayakovsky I Влади́мир Влади́мирович Маяко́вский (1893-1930) Poet, playwright
БАГДАДИ I КУТАИСИ I МОСКВА I САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ I МОСКВА

Konstantin melnikov I Константин Степанович Мельников (1890-1974) Architect, painter
МОСКВА I МОСКВА

Erich Mendelsohn (1887-1953) Architect
Olsztyn I Berlin I Muenchen I Berlin I London I Jerusalem I San Francisco 

Hannes Meyer (1889-1954) architect, urbanist
Basel I Berlin I Munich I Basel I Dessau I МОСКВА I БИРОБИДЖАН I Basel I Lazaro Cardenas del Rio I 
Mexico City I Basel I Lugano

Vsewolod Meyerhold I Все́волод Эми́льевич Мейерхо́льд (1874-1940) 
Theatre director, Producer, actor
Penza I МОСКВА I САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ I МОСКВА

Laszlo Moholy-Nagy (1895-1946) Painter, designer, typographer, photographer
Bácsborsód I Szeged I Mohol I Budapest I Szeged I Wien I Berlin I Weimar I Dessau I Berlin I 
Amsterdam I London I Chicago

Piet Mondrian (1872-1944) Painter
Amersfoort I Winterswijk I Amsterdam I Walcheren I Paris I Laren I Paris I London I New York

J.J.P. Oud (1890-1963) Architect
Purmerend I Muenchen I Leiden I Rotterdam I Wassenaar

Man ray (Emmanuel Radnitzky) (1890-1976) Painter, photographer
Philadelphia I New York I Paris I Los Angeles I Paris

Gerrit Rietveld (1888-1965) Architect, designer
Utrecht I Utrecht

Alexander Rodchenko I Алекса́ндр Миха́йлович Ро́дченко (1891-1956) 
Painter, sculptor, photographer, designer
САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ I КАЗА́НЬ I МОСКВА

Emil Roth (1893-1980) Architect
BarI I Zuerich I Basel I Zuerich

Mart Stam (1899-1986) architect, urbanist
Purmerend I Amsterdam I Rotterdam I Berlin I Zuerich I Frankfurt I МОСКВА I МАГНИТОГОРСК I 
МАКЕЕВКА ОРСК I БАЛХАШ I Rotterdam I Dresden I Berlin I Zuerich I Goldach

Hans Schmid (1893-1972) Architect, urbanist
Basel I Genf I Zuerich I Muenchen I Zuerich I Rotterdam I МОСКВА I Basel I Berlin I Soglio

Warwara Stepanova I Варвара Фёдоровна Степанова (1894-1958) Painter, designer
КОВНО I МОСКВА

Kurt Schwitters (1887-1948) Artist, painter, sculptor, poet
Hannover I Dresden I Hannover I Lysaker I Hjertøya I Douglas I Ambleside I Kendal

Vladimir Tatlin I Владим́ир Евгра́фович Та́тлин (1885-1953) artist, architect
Kharkov I МОСКВА

Ilja Tchachnik | Илья Григорьевич Чашник (1902-1929) Painter, designer
ЛУДЗА I ВИ́ТЕБСК I САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ

Jan Tschichold (1902-1974) typographer, book designer
Leipzig I Grimma I Leipzig I Dresden I Leipzig I Berlin I Muenchen I Riechen I Basel I London I Basel I 
Berzona I Locarno

Theo van Doesburg (1883-1931) Painter, architect, writer, theoretician
Utrecht I Tilburg I Weimar I Paris I Meudon I Davos

Dziga Vertov I Дзи́га Ве́ртов (1896-1954) film Maker
Białystok  I МОСКВА I САНКТ-ПЕТЕРБУРГ I МОСКВА

Ossip Zadkine I Осип Цадкин (1890-1967) Sculptor, painter, Lithographer
ВИ́ТЕБСК I London I Paris

 

Piet Mondrian
Amersfoort I Amsterdam I Paris I Laren I London I New York

Sophie Lissitzky KUEppers
Kiel I Muenchen I hannover I МОСКВА I НОВОСИБИРСК

Казимир Малевич
КИЕВ I КУРСК I МОСКВА I ВИ́ТЕБСК I САНКТ ПЕТЕРБУРГ

Влади́мир Маяко́вский
БАГДАДИ I КУТАИСИ I МОСКВА I САНКТ ПЕТЕРБУРГ I МОСКВА

Все́волод Мейерхо́льд
Penza I МОСКВА I САНКТ ПЕТЕРБУРГ I МОСКВА

Эль Лиси́цкий
ПОЧИНОК I Darmstadt I МОСКВА I ВИ́ТЕБСК I Berlin I Locarno | СХОДНЯ


